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CCA-treated wood into composite struc-
tures or simply building new structures
from used wood, which often is removed
from service before it has deteriorated.
Effectively receding treated wood, how-
ever, would require both an infrastructure of
collection and processing facilities and a way
to reliably distinguish different types of
chemical treatments. Although new treated
wood is tagged or stamped with the prod-
uct's chemical composition, these marks are
often lost by the time the wood is removed
from service. "The whole recycling, reuse,
disposal issue," says Lebow, "is one that
needs alot moreworkforCCA."
Nations Move to Ban POPs
Thanks to a process initiated a few years ago
by the United Nations, more than 100
countries, including the United States, are
set to forge an international treaty that
would ultimately prohibit use ofsome ofthe
world's most dangerous persistent organic
pollutants (POPs). These chemicals, which
are either natural or artificial, can survive for
decades and travel thousands of miles from
their sources-characteristics that enable
them to contaminate the environment, as
well as accumulate in the fatty tissues of
humans and animals.
In May 1995, the governing council of
the United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) directed several international agen-
cies to begin evaluating POPs, starting with
twelve of the most hazardous known sub-
stances, including DDT, PCBs, and dioxins.
At a January-February 1997 meeting in
Nairobi, Kenya, the UNEP governing coun-
cil concluded that a "global legally binding
instrument is required to reduce the risks to
human health and the environment [posed
by these twelve pollutants]." The resolution
calls for international negotiations to begin
early in 1998, leading to a treaty banning or
restricting the use ofPOPs to be in effect by
theyear 2000.
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Turning Browntields Green
Old, polluted sites, or brownfields, are not easy to deal with. They can be very expensive to dean up,
especially to the levels ofcleanliness called for under Superfund legislation. A landowner who sells a
brownfield before the pollution is removed may become embroiled in liability suits that can be even
more expensive. So the easiest and cheapest thing to do with the site is most often to do nothing. In
communities across the country, abandonedplots ofpollutedland areexacerbating urbandecay. Even
in caseswherethelandisnotapublichealththreatorwherean industrycouldputthelandtosafe use,
federal laws can hamper the owner's abilityto sell or
improve it.
In his 5 February 1997 State of the Union
Address, President Clinton reaffirmed that a goal of
his administration would be to "restore contaminat-
ed urban land and buildings to productive use" by
providing federal assistance to develop brownfields
andbyrestructuringthefederallaws thatcause them
to flourish. The administration first made federal
funds available for brownfields reclamation in
November 1993 with a $200,000 EPA grant to
Cleveland, Ohio, to spur development ofpolluted
sites there. Since that time, similar grants have been
awarded to 112 other communities and, in May,
Vice President Gore announced that grants would
soon be made available to 34 additional communities. Although the grants are not large enough to
completelyredevelop a brownfield, they doprovide an attractive bonus forprivate investors who are ,
interested inputtingthelandto use.
However, attracting investors requires making information about the brownfields initiative avail-
C
able to the public. OnewaytheClinton administration is doing this is through theEPA's Brownfelds
Home Page on the World Wide Web. Located athttp://www.epa.gov/brownfields/, the brownfields hi
site,which is runbytheEPAOfficeofSolidWasteandEmergencyResponse, providesinformation on
the grant program, legislative reform, and the federal interagency partnership that is being formed to
tacklethebrownfields problem.
TheEPAMajorMilestones/Accomplishments Checklistlinkon thebrownfields homepagetakes
users to theEPA's agenda foreliminating brownfields. Thefirst item ontheagenda is alinkto alistof
the 64 communities that have received pilotgrants ("60 pilots funded') from the EPA as well as alist
of49 that have been sponsored by regional EPA offices. Each community listed is linked to a short
summary ofthe pilot project there, and these summaries are linked to more in-depth descriptions.
Known brownfields that have not received EPA improvement grants are listed in a database linked
from item 7 on the accomplishments checklist, Archival of24,000 Sites from the Federal Inventory.
This database could be ahelpful resource fordevelopers looking for sites thatcould be improvedwith
theassistanceofEPAgrantmoney.
Timelines for submitting grant applications and a description ofthe criteria by which the EPA
evaluates them can be found by following the Brownfields Pilots link on the brownfields home page.
Also available via the Brownfields Pilots link is advice from other pilot program participants and a
resourceforsecuringadditionalfundingforabrownfields project,bothfrompublicandprivatesources.
The EPAgrants, however, arejustone partoftheClinton administration's initiative toeradicate
the nation's polluted andabandoned lands. The Brownfields National PartnershipActionAlliance, an
alliance ofat least 15 federal agencies, will make some $300 million available, in addition to the EPA
grants, to combat the problem. The funding, which could come in the form ofredevelopment and
housing funds from the Department ofHousing and Urban Development or as job training funds
from the Labor Department, is expected to generate at least $5 billion in additional private invest-
ments. Information about this part ofthe brownfields initiative is also available from the brownfields
homepageviatheBrownfieldsNationalPartnershipActionAgendalink
ThoughthepartnershipandtheEPAgrantsprovidesomeofthenecessaryfunding, manytechni-
calandlegal questions must still be answered before abrownfield can be cleaned up and put to better
use. Tomakesuch questions easier toaddress, the EPAhasprovided alink to apageaboutgeographic
information system (GIS) software that can bedownloaded andused toanalyze thephysical character-
istics ofa site. In addition, the Liability & Cleanup link on the home page leads to pages that explain
thelegalimplications ofdevelopingbrownfields.
As the Clinton administration pushes to further spur development ofbrownfields with new tax
incentives, theWhat's Newon this Site andAnnouncements links on the brownfields home pagewill
keep users informed ofany legislative changes. In addition, users can subscribe to the EPA's brown-
fields listserv mailing list by following the Subscribe to the Brownfields Update Notification System
linkon thehome page.
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